Beach, Calit.

Greenfield, a sophomore
at Crystal Lake South, placed
11th (36.125) in the all-arcund
at the Region 5 regional
championships April 16 in
Cleveland to earn a place at
nationals. Her best individual
performance at regionals was
in balance beam where she
placed ninth (9.175).

Greenfield competes for
Trinity GEMS, which trains
out of the Trinity Academy

nois State Championships on
March 24-26 in Bourbonnais.

Also qualifying from
GEMS for regionals were
Clare Collins, a freshman at
Prairie Ridge, who won the
Level 9 flcor exercise (9.475)
and was second in the bal-
ance beam (9.275). In Level 10,
Miranda Saathoff, a freshman
at Marian Central, qualified
with a seventh-place finish in
the all around (36.3).

Alsoe qualifying for region-

Greentield did not have a
great performance at region-
als, which makes qualifying
even more of a reflection on
her ability. GEMS coach Chris
Riegel said he thought Green-
field would need to be closer
to her best to get to nationals.

“It made me aware of
how good she is, that she’sa
factor and it wasn’t a stellar
performance,” Riegel said.
“In going into regionals with
Megan, I assumed any real

a pleasant experience tor
Greenfield, who tore her ACL
three years ago at regionals
and then reinjured the same
knee two years later at the
same meet. Riegel said the
injuries gasily could have
been the end of Greenfield’s

. gymnastic career.

. “In a sport like gymnastics
where the legs take such a
pounding every day, most of
the time athletes in generatl
don’t come back from that,”

pete has been amazing, but
her real determination and
toughness is most evident in
her training.

“Not only did she not slip,
but she’s better,” Riegel said

of Greenfield before and after -

the knee injury. “The most
impressive thing is that she
doesn’t train like she had
an injury. You would never
know that there was a severe
knee injury.”

With a better performance,

already impressive gymnas-
tics resume before college.

“Greeny has a real good
shot at winning the National
Invitational Tournament,”
Riegel said. “Even as a sopho-
more, her full scholarship to
a major D-I program is pretty
much assured.”

» Rob Smith is a sports
writer for the Northwest Her-
ald, -Write to him at rsmith@
nwherald con.



